T., MALE, aged 22, diamond cutter. Had always been subject to chilblains. Duration of disease, seven or eight years. About seven or eight years ago he noticed thickening of the fingers with painful and stiff joints. The fingers had become very painful during the last few years, especially in cold or in very hot weather. A year ago the nose developed red spots at the tip, which were treated last winter by Dr. Poirier with the cautery. The raised patch on the hand appeared two months ago, since coming to England. His father had died of rapid phthisis at the age of 63. A sister was delicate, but other members of the family were healthy. He was born at Petrograd, of Jewish parentage, but had lived in Antwerp for the last ten years. His case seemed to have puzzled the Belgian physicians, but in the opinion of Dr. Dubois-Havenith the affection was tuberculous. The question might arise as to its being of the nature of Weir Mitchell's " erythromelalgia," which had been not infrequently observed in America in Jewish youths; or, perhaps, of the affection of the lower extremities described in this country by Dr. Parkes Weber.'
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. J. J. Pringle) regarded the case as a quite characteristic example of the condition first described by Sir Jonathan Hutchinson in this country as lupus pernio, a name afterwards adopted by Besnier and others on the Continent. It was typical in that the patient had very marked chilblain circulation with acro-asphyxia, and in the middle of the asphyxial areas there were patches and nodules of lupus. He asked Fellows present for their experience as to the ultimate course and duration of these cases, which he, personally, had been unable to follow out satisfactorily. Some of those he had seen had become sclerodactylic and gangrenous; but these conditions were referable more to the circulatory disturbance than to the tuberculous.
element.
Dr. ADAMSON agreed that the case was a typical example of lupus pernio. The disease was apparently very rare in this country. He had seeni, on several occasions, a case which was under the care of Dr. Colcott Fox, in which the diagnosis had been originally made by Besnier, who had very carefully studied the disease. The condition of the fingers in that case was exactly as in this patient. The considerable enlargement of the distal part of the affected fingers and the dusky, purplish colour of the swelling were characteristic. The red-brown nodules of lupus were only seen on close inspection or on firm glass-pressure. Their presence was masked by the general infiltration. As to prognosis, the case referred to had been under observation for many years, and there had been little change beyond some slight diminution of some of the. lesions under X-ray treatment and the appearance of fresh lesions in other parts. Another case under the care of Dr. Horton-Smith Hartley, in which nearly all the fingers and toes and the nose and ears were involved, had succumbed to acute pulmonary tuberculosis.
Dr. SEQUEIRA said that, in this type of case, he had found the greatest. benefit follow static baths, taken to improve the circulation.
